I Want to Help
I want to support the Friends of Jazz in their mission to bring the joy and healing power of music to the underserved segment of our community and to enrich the lives of school age children by exposing them to this unique American art form.

Please make out your tax deductible gift to the Friends of Jazz and send it to:


The Friends of Jazz


Attn: Bob Young, CEO


601 W. Seventh Street, #5J

Plainfield, NJ 07060

Enclosed is a check/money order for:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $25     FORMCHECKBOX 
 $50     FORMCHECKBOX 
 $75     FORMCHECKBOX 
 $100

Other $ 




Name 





Address: 




City: 

 State: 
     Zip: 


Phone: 





E-mail: 





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 My company 


 has a Matching Gift Program (form enclosed).

I would like more information on:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jazz Around Program

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Project: Future Legends

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Corporate Sponsorship Opportunities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Upcoming Events

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hiring the Friends of Jazz for an Event

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Volunteering

Thank you again for your support!

Testimonials
“Mr. Young is an incredible role model, not just for his dedication to bring music in the lives of people who rarely have time to enjoy it, but for his amazing enthusiasm…For these reasons and more, I am pleased to give Bob Young my highest endorsement.” 

Hon. Bob Franks, Former US Congressman, President, Healthcare Institute of New Jersey

“You are an outstanding role model for anyone with disabilities.”

Donald DiFrancesco, Former State Senator and Former Acting Governor

“Your proposal to take your jazz combo out in the community to senior citizen housing and carte facilities may well be the most noteworthy of all art projects honored in the area.”

Joseph DeRold, Director of the Plainfield Public Library

“The stimulation of music to the mind, body and spirit was like having a ‘dream prescription’ filled by a miracle.”

Marian Coffee, Coordinator of Senior Programs of the Westfield Community Center.

“Your spirited music touched many hearts and moved so many feet.”

Patricia Scott, Director of Activities Therapy, Runnels Hospital

Friends of Jazz, Inc.
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Bob Young – Overcoming Blindness to Serve Others
Bob Young: Blind Trumpeter, Singer and Founder of the Friends of Jazz: a non-profit organization whose mission is to bring the joy and healing power of music to the underserved segment of society. Founder Bob Young proves that blindness does not necessarily deprive a person of dignity nor diminish the chance to give back to others.

The Friends of Jazz provides Jazz performances at little or no cost for: 

· Shut-Ins, Senior Citizens Centers Veterans and the Disabled.

· People who are isolated or lack the means to attend arts or cultural performances outside of residence. 

· School children in order to influence the next generation of Jazz lovers.

“He is more than Bob Young; he is a lot of people – Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis and Ray Charles…” – a happy senior attendee

601 W. 7th Street, #5J, Plainfield, NJ 07060

908-755-1120, friendsofjazz@verizon.net, www.friendsofjazznj.org

A Message From Bob Young
Dear Friend, 

Jazz music has always played an important part in my life. As a blind man, I am aware, of the healing properties and joy that this live music brings to the listener. I founded the Friends of Jazz, a nonprofit organization, to bring this joy to people who are unable to attend outside performances due to age, lack of mobility or sickness. By performing individually or with my four-person combo, the Friends of Jazz has bought our show to people in nursing homes, children’s and veteran’s hospitals, schools that specialize in educating differently-abled children, senior citizen centers and battered women’s shelters. 

In the last three years, I have expanded the scope of the Friends of Jazz to give music enrichment programs to school age children. I hope that our performances will influence the next generation of jazz musicians and lovers. This program has been further expanded to include a music competition for these children.

In spite of my visual impairment and my need for assistance in all that I do, I, along with the Friends of Jazz, has done over 90 performances and reached over 9,000 people. NJ News 12, the Star Ledger and the Courier News have covered our work.

Please consider supporting our work. For more information, visit our website at www.friendsofjazznj.org.

Best Regards, Bob Young
What We Do

JAZZ AROUND
It has been shown that live jazz music can be healing and therapeutic to the listener. 

Jazz, more than any other music form, is known for its infectious joy. To hear it is to be enthralled by it.

The Jazz Around Program brings live jazz music to people who are unable to attend outside performances due to:

· Age

· Disability

· Illness

· Immobility

By performing “in-house,” we bring the healing power of music to the people where they reside. After a performance, the audience is always more ‘alive.’

Project: Future Legends

As the popularity of the Friends of Jazz grew, more requests came for this group to play in the schools. Bob realized that this was a unique opportunity to help at-risk kids target their energies in a more encouraging manner.

Under this program, the Friends of Jazz provides live, interactive music enrichment programs and hosts an annual Talent Probe, a music competition that gives the winners free music lessons, to encourage young musicians to hone their craft.

How You Can Help
Opportunities to Volunteer

Due to Bob’s blindness, he has a greater need for volunteers to assist him in carrying out the daily tasks needed to keep the Friends of Jazz running smoothly. Even those with limited time can assist periodically in the following projects:

· Provide administrative support.

· Assist in fundraising.

· Assist with publicity.

· Provide transportation to performances and workshops.

· Become a member of the Advisory Board.

Hire the Friends of Jazz

Whether it is Bob Young performing solo, or the four piece jazz combo, the Friends of Jazz are professional musicians who can liven up your event. 

Make a Donation

By supporting the Friends of Jazz, you are helping to make the lives of people brighter by bringing the healing power of music to them. The Friends of Jazz is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization funded by the donations of individuals, corporations, foundations, community groups and county agencies.

Please fill out the form on the other side to make your contribution. With your support, the Friends of Jazz can fulfill its mission.

